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e light fingers of the TAC ATTACK staff hove
ER again! This srticke wes Jlifted from the June 1945
BT:f FLYING SAFETY, a monthly periodical which st
Wl tirme was published by the Air Transport Command
Wy ). 15 & “gee-whiz” article written by a pilot after
WVs first Hight in 3 P80, Notice some of the things he says
ahout the possibie injurious effects of jet blast, the uie of
the oxypen system, and the probiems he antiipates with
fuel consumption. Does it fook Itke background For soive

ol

to become members of the Army Air Forces family,
more and more of us will have the opportunity 10 become
familiar with this newest approach to man’s mastery of
the air. Under orders 10 check out in the P-80 we flew
from Long Beach to Muroc in a B-25. When we arrived
there we found out very quickly that the P-BO is still a
carefully guarded secret. My credentials were weighed and
evaluated ard only because | had an official letier of
introduction to the Shooting Star was | allowed to enter

As the time approaches for the jet propalied planes

the sacred precincts. My co-pilot was banished to the
Officers’ Club, However, in the swift moving course of
events this condition will soon be a thing of the past so we
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Lane W. Smith

of vur suirent day regulations?

must begin 1o get better acquainted with the P-80,

There is an inevitable feeling of anticipation and
apprehension present whenever | fly a new airplane. The
anticipation always overshadows the apprehension, In this
case, the complete depart from the conventional
airplane and the tall tales that have circulated about jet
planes whetted my desire to fly one. } was glad to be abte
to talk the plane over with the men who had been testing
it, read the TOs and see an 80 that had been disassembled.
It was a real Qpportunity 10 see the actual physical
differences in the engine construction.

After lunch we came back to the Test Arga. This area
is north of the main bases at Muroc. The parking ramp
here funs right out to the dry lake. This lake bed makes an
excetlent unrestricted space for takeoffs and landings.
Always remembering the mirage possibitities apt to be
found — the slick water landing'but no water.

“It's just another airplane,” | kept telling myself but |
still felt like Buck Rogers. When | climbed aboard, a
special ladder had boen wheeled up and | thought they
suspected me of being aged and infirm. | discovered this is
done 10 prevent contact with the surface of the plane. So
ensitive and exact is the streamlining of the P-BO that it is
affected noticeably by skin variances as small as .002 of
an inch,

After a cockpit check, | started the engine. Off she
went with an explosive ploof. You want to get the Star in
the 8ir as soon as possible. It burns a prodigicus amount
of fuel on the ground. The P-80 certainly cooperates in
this get-away — there’s no running up of engines, you just
point her in the direction You want to go. You feci
positively frustrated on takeoff, we're so used to being
gadget busy but this is like driving a hydromatic
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HISTORY
OF THE
AIR FORCE...

Since 1961 the story of the Air Force revolves
principally around Vietnam. As part of the free
world military team in Vietnam, our goals are
twofold:

@ To support the Republic of Vietnam in
its fight against Communist aggression, and

® To assist in the devclopment of a
countrty which is dedicated to the concept of
freedoin and independence.

MEETING THE CHALLENGE

Seldom has the US. Air Force or tactical
airpower ever been confronted with a grearer
challenge. Although engaged in a type of war in
which it had never previously participated, the
Air Force has been able to meet the challenge
because of the flexibility of airpower. Through
innovation, the Air Force has adapted weapon
systems to meet the demands of
counterinsurgency, close air support of mobile
ground forces, and all other tactical requirements.
Airpower has cven denied the enemy the shelter
of darkness and bad weather.

The story of Vietnam conunues, but
throughout one fact remains clear to all. The Air
Force is a fighting organization.

OUR MISSION IS

TO FLY AND FIGHT
AND DON'T YOU EVER
FORGET IT.


















